
necessary within the workings of a lodge, as are all other aspects which delight the remaining

senses.

 

Let us examine music in the broader context of ritual.  In both high ritual and low ritual (or that of the

mundane), music is to be found as a primary vehicle for transition through the liminal phase or the

threshold of the rite.  It is the point in which the initiate no longer holds their pre-ritual status and are

about to be brought into a new sense of being, to which their previous views of their own identity

have changed to some degree.  This can be seen in a number of common rituals that we are all

familiar with: Friends and family singing “Happy Birthday”, an organist playing “Here Comes The

Bride” or “The Wedding March”, or “Pomp And Circumstance” during a graduation ceremony.  Each

of these signal that a change has occurred and the initiate has crossed the threshold.

 

In his book Becoming Human: Innovation in Prehistoric Material and Spiritual Culture, anthropologist

Dr. Iain Morley writes, “Music is often conceived as a medium for the transformation of boundaries

between the sacred and the profane, and the natural and the supernatural, probably 
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As Fellowcraft Masons, we recognize the importance of music,

as brought to our attention during the lecture portion of the

second degree.  We are advised to study and develop an

understanding of the seven liberal arts and sciences, of which

music is the sixth and has a relationship to arithmetic, similar to

that of geometry.  Music, from a Masonic understanding, can be

thought of as representing structure, balance, and harmony

within the lodge.  It provides dimension and emotional depth to

charge the atmosphere during ritual.  In his essay, The Art Of

Forming Concords: Music and The Masonic Lodge,  W:. B:.

Andrew Hammer writes, “…the use of music as both means of

meditation and method of bonding among the brethren is well-

established, if not actually codified.  It simply is an intended

aspect of the Masonic assembly.” Although music and the role of

the lodge musician have great purpose, they are often thought of

as secondary to the other aspects of ritual. In some cases they

are completely absent.  It is my desire that, through this

presentation, I may show the brethren that music is equally 



because of the roles that it fulfills in that respect in many societies’ rituals.  These roles, in turn, are a

product of the commonalities in the potential effects of music and ritual performance.  Because musical

activities themselves stimulate some of the same reactions as ritual activities can, and share some of the

characteristics of religious stimuli, musical activities are a medium for carrying symbolic (including

religious) associations…”

 

This can be illustrated more clearly when observing the role of music in a high ritual setting such as the

puberty rites of the Mescalero Apache girls.  Anne Dhu Shapiro and Ines Talamantez write aboutthis in

their paper, The Mescalero Apache Girls’ Puberty Ceremony: The Role Of Music In Structuring Ritual

Time’ in which they describe: “[During this] eight day ritual, [music takes a central role] as a young

pubescent girl is transformed into the female deity of the Apache, Isdzanadl’esh and is literally sung into

womanhood.”  They state that ritual practitioners are often called “Singers”, and the most important

words in the ceremonies are uttered musically.

 

Another example of music in ritual can be seen in the songs of the Suyá Indigenous Peoples of Brazil. 

Musical performance is a key component to their ritual.  The songs, although different in some respects,

share a very distinct and meaningful characteristic between them.  The structure of all the ritual songs

are in two parts, representing the perceived duality of nature.  The powerful relationship between

opposites are taught to the candidate through the use of vocal songs during their various customs.  In

his paper, The Sound of Music: Suyá Song Structure and Experience, Seeger Anthony writes, “The

superimposition of dual divisions (in space, in objects, and in sound) is an important part of ritual

performance, where season of performance, movement in dance through space, and sounds each

replicate the same patterns.”

 

To turn our attention back to Masonry and our ritual, music, which unfortunately is not found in many

Lodges in the United States, serves a number of functions.  It can augment the symbolism of the degrees

and help shape and create the appropriate feelings.  It can aid in meditation.  It can occupy the otherwise

empty space in a ritual and even make silence much more meaningful.  All of this, ultimately, has a

profound effect upon the initiate as well as the brethren.  

 

In summary, the music of a masonic ritual requires more attention and is not to be regarded as mere

decoration.  It is wise to consider that “music might not only dictate the natural ‘flow’ of the ritual, but that

it might also ‘perform’ in the sense that the music does not illustrate the ritual, it is a part of it.”

 



Who's Packing Your Parachute?
 

Charles Plumb was a US Navy jet pilot in Vietnam. After 75 combat missions, his plane was destroyed by

a surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy hands. He was captured and spent 6

years in a communist Vietnamese prison. 

 

After surviving his ordeal, and returning to the US, one day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a

restaurant, a man at another table came up and said, ' You 're Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from

the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!

 

'How in the world did you know that? ' asked Plumb.

 

'I packed your parachute, ' the man replied.

 

Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude.

 

The man pumped his hand and said, 'I guess it worked!

 

'Plumb assured him, 'It sure did. If your chute hadn 't worked, I wouldn 't be here today. '

 

Plumb couldn 't sleep that night, thinking about that man. Plumb says, 'I kept wondering what he had

looked like in a Navy uniform: a white hat; a bib in the back; and bell-bottom trousers. I wonder how

many times I might have seen him and not even said 'Good morning, how are you? ' or anything

because, you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a sailor. ' Plumb thought of the many hours the

sailor had spent at a long wooden table in the bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and

folding the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each time the fate of someone he didn 't know.

 

Now, when conducting public speaking, Plumb asks his audience, 'Who 's packing your parachute? '

Everyone has someone who provides what they need to make it through the day. He also points out

that he needed many kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot down over enemy territory - he

needed his physical parachute, his mental parachute, his emotional parachute, and his spiritual

parachute. He called on all these supports before reaching safety.

 

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we miss what is really important. We may fail to say

hello, please, or thank you, congratulate someone on something wonderful that has happened to them,

give a compliment, or just do something nice for no reason. 

 

As we are settling into our new roles in lodge this fraternal year, please do not miss the opportunity to

look around you and thank those who have helped you get where you are at, and also to those in your

lives who pack your parachute every day.  This of course means those in our homes as well, who

support us as we handle our Masonic duties.  So, as you go through this week, this month, this year,

please recognize people who pack your parachutes.

 

May the Great Architect’s blessings be upon you and yours this coming year.

 

Brother Ernie Miranda



Feb. 26th - Third Degree for Brian Willis

 

Mar. 4th - Stated Meeting

 

Mar. 8th - Third Degree for Brian Willis

 

Mar. 11th - Third Degree for Eric Luttermoser

 

 

 

April 1st - Stated Meeting (No fool 'n)

 

May 6th - Stated Meeting

 

June 3rd - Stated Meeting

 

 

 

Events in Masonry around the state

Masonic Readings

 Copper Post:  

Click here

P r o m e t h e u s '
S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s

All Prometheus Events
are also on Prometheus'

Facebook page.

Mar. 7th - 2nd Annual Lost Dutchman Outdoor
Degree
 
Mar. 27-29th - Grand Lodge Leadership
Conference - Casa Grande
 
June 4th - 6th - Wild Horse Pass Casino and
Conference Center - Chandler Arizona.
 

Masonic Temple in Detroit MI

https://www.facebook.com/events/1980034935646988/
http://www.azmasons.org/copper-post


Worshipful Master

Duncan MacLeod
WM@prometheusaz.com

 

Senior Warden

Ken Sherman
SW@prometheus.com

 

Junior Warden

Larry Sweigard, PM
jw@prometheusaz.com

 

Secretary

Geoff Cummings, PM
sec@prometheusaz.com

 

Treasurer

Cosmo Magliozzi, PM
 

Senior Deacon

Jeff Holmes
 

Junior Deacon

Sean Goertz
 

Senior Steward

Marc Ciccarone
 

Junior Steward

Kevin Quinn
 

Chaplain

Brian Walthall
 

Marshall

Eric Hirsch
 

Tyler

Donald Pease

 

info@prometheusaz.com

web@prometheusaz.com

The Trestle Board is open to any
brother who would like to submit an

article.  Just send your article to
prometheus87sec@gmail.com

2 0 2 0  L o d g e  O f f i c e r s

2020 Dues were on 
December 31, 2019

 
You can pay your dues one of three ways:

online at prometheusaz.com
or

by check 
(make payable to Prometheus Lodge 87)
Mail to PO Box 1176 Higley AZ 86236 

or 
at Lodge with our Debit/Credit Card

Did You Know?
You can Name Prometheus Lodge as a

beneficiary in you Life Insurance, Retirement
Plan or Estate

http://gmail.com/
http://www.prometheusaz.com/


Contact Information for Prometheus Lodge No. 87

E-mail:  Prometheus87sec@gmail.com
 

Mailing address:
PO Box 1176

Higley AZ  85235-1176

@prometheuslodge87

@prometheus87sec

Physical Address:
88 W Erie St

Chandler AZ  85225
DO NOT SEND MAIL TO THIS ADDRESS

@prometheus87az

http://gmail.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Prometheuslodge87/
https://twitter.com/prometheus87sec
https://www.facebook.com/Prometheuslodge87/

